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,'an general principles be applied?

It is sometimes suggested that, owing to the wide variety of

onditions in our colonies, and the many different cultures and

>utlook of the numerous peoples represented, no general prin-

iples can be applied at all. Community aspirations, however,

n the political field, and the desire for equal prestige and status,

lave similar aspects all the world over. It is true that the nature

)f these aspirations is conditioned by education and by the

/alues to which different peoples have become accustomed.

British colonial peoples have before them the democratic way

D{ life and their ideals are shaped accordingly. As these British

colonial  communities become  politically educated, therefore,

with, perhaps, some experience in local government, and attain

a certain responsibility for national government, the nature of

their demands has a great similarity and their aim is the same.

Local conditions differ, and the rate of progress cannot be the
same for all. It should be possible, however, to establish general
principles in the advance to self-government, which could be
applied with any necessary local modifications, and which
would aim at anticipating lacal demands, thus earning appre-
ciation and goodwill, rather than to incur the appearance of
each advance having been wrung with difficulty from the British
Government. An attempt would then be made to make a success
of the new stage reached, instead of its being regarded as a
spring-board for a leap into further agitation for immediate
greater powers. It would avoid the fear that an honest effort to
make a success of the new powers and an abstention from
expressed dissatisfaction with the new Constitution renders that
stage permanent and retards any subsequent offer of an increased
measure of self-government.

Constitution-making difficulties

Before we proceed, however, to consider certain aspects of
this constitutional progress, we must look at some of the diffi-
culties which face the colonial constitution-maker. The most
striking examples of advance to self-government are afforded